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Thirty years ago, Rosetta took a business
risk to launch The Tribune in order to raise
awareness of, and address issues facing,
Black families. The Tennessee Tribune has
become the state’s largest minority weekly
newspaper, fearlessly speaking truth to power
and highlighting stories too often ignored by
other publishers.

From joining the United States Navy to
working alongside civil rights leaders including
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Z. Alexander
Looby, Rosetta has always been an advocate
for good on the right side of history. Before
founding The Tennessee Tribune, she worked
at the United States Civil Rights Commission
and the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission. After arriving in Nashville, Rosetta
founded the city’'s Black Chamber of Com-
merce, which is still the preeminent resource
for African American businesses in the area.
I's no surprise that Rosetta is known to many
as the Queen of Jefferson Street, the historic
center of Nashville’s African American commu-
nity.

)Iéosetta’s lifetime of accomplishments is
documented in HistoryMakers, an oral history
collection of prominent African Americans. In
2019, she received the Lifetime Achievement
Award from the National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association for her work with The Trib-
une.

The Tennessee Tribune’s work is multi-di-
mensional. It has two stores in the Nashville
International Airport so that most visitors to
our state will see the importance and power
that diversity has made in shaping our growing
region. This progress would not have been
possible without Rosetta and The Tribune.

This year marks the thirtieth anniversary of
The Tennessee Tribune and Rosetta’s dedica-
tion to championing the cause of civil rights
and leadership of African Americans. Rosetta
always makes our city, state, and country bet-
ter, and | am honored to call her a friend. |
look forward to The Tribune’s next thirty years
and many more decades after that.
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Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Madam Speaker,
today | want to recognize Dr. Charles C.
Teamer, Sr. of New Orleans, Louisiana, a civic
leader and accomplished banker in my district.
He has been a role model, an educator, a
businessman, and an inspirational mentor to
myself and so many others over the years.

Born on May 20, 1933 in Shelby, North
Carolina, he received his B.S. degree from
Clark Atlanta University in Atlanta, Georgia in
1954. He served in the U.S. Army from 1956
to 1958, and later received his M.A. degree
from the University of Nebraska and his Ph.D.
degree from Tulane University in New Orle-
ans, Louisiana.

Dr. Teamer has worked as a business man-
ager at several colleges and universities, ulti-
mately becoming the vice president of finance
at Dillard University and was promoted to chief
financial officer in 1968. In 1983, he was ap-
pointed by Governor David Treen as the first
African American Commissioner for the Port of
New Orleans.
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Dr. Teamer has been a proud member of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. for 70 years
and is a current member of the Sigma Lamb-
da chapter. From 1985 to 1988 he served as
the Fraternity’s 27th general president. He is
also a longtime member and former Grand
Sire Archon of the Sigma Pi Phi.

Dr. Teamer was co-founder and chairman of
Dryades Savings Bank. After retiring from Dil-
lard University, Teamer led an investment
partnership to open The Cotton Exchange and
Holiday Inn Express Hotel in downtown New
Orleans. He also served as president of the
World Trade Center of New Orleans.

From serving as executive director of the
Amistad Research Center and a consultant to
the U.S. Department of Education, Dr. Teamer
has also held numerous board appointments.
These included the Board of Education of the
United Methodist Church, the National Asso-
ciation of Colleges and University Business
Officers, the Ford Foundation, the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools, the
Ochsner Medical Foundations, the Audubon
Institute, and the Common Fund. He also
served as chairman for the Urban League of
Greater New Orleans, Harrah’s New Orleans
Casino, the Metropolitan Area Committee, the
Greater New Orleans Foundation and the
United Way.

Dr. Teamer was a member of the business
and higher-education council for the University
of New Orleans as well as served on the
board of the Southern Education Foundation.
This do-it-all man was also president of fiscal
affairs at Dillard University and Clark Atlanta
University and president of the Southern Asso-
ciation of College and University Business Of-
ficers. He served on the board of supervisors
for the University of Louisiana System and for
Tulane University. Dr. Teamer also had tenure
as the Entergy New Orleans director.

As you can see, Dr. Charles C. Teamer, Sr.
is a busy man, and | am grateful that our
paths have crossed so many times throughout
his illustrious career. | want to express my
thanks to him and his family, Linda Phoenix
Teamer, Charles Jr., Roderick, and the late
Mary and Cheryl Teamer, for all of the time
and energy he has given to New Orleans. Dr.
Teamer has given so much to the community
he loves and has lifted up all boats with him
as he achieved success. The entire state of
Louisiana is grateful for his longtime work and
service.

———
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Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Dr. Maxine O’Dell Gernert of
Athens, Tennessee and recognize a lifetime of
service to her community and our nation. Dr.
Gernert retires from my Congressional staff
today.

Dr. Gernert obtained a BS in Education from
the University of Tennessee and subsequently
earned a Masters of Divinity from the Church
of God School of Theology and a Doctorate of
Ministries from Columbia Theological Semi-
nary.
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Dr. Gernert is an ordained minister, has
taught at Lee University, and has spoken
internationally for chaplain training. She per-
formed Clinical Pastoral Education training in
hospitals and was interim director and chap-
lain for the Serenity Women'’s Shelter in Knox-
ville, TN.

Maxine has been married to Dr. John N.
Gernert for over 50 years, and the two have
three children and seven grandchildren.

Maxine has been a pillar of public life in
East Tennessee for over 30 years. She served
as the Area 2 President for the National Fed-
eration of Republican Women and as Chair-
man for the McMinn County Republican Party
for two terms.

Dr. Gernert was recognized as the Ten-
nessee GOP Stateman of the Year for District
2 in 2005 and received the Lincoln Award
from the McMinn County Republican Party in
2016. She was awarded the Extraordinary
Leaders prize from the American Association
of Physician Specialties in 2017.

For the past twelve years, Maxine has
worked as Field Representative, first in Ten-
nessee’s Second Congressional District for
Congressman Jimmy Duncan, and since 2013
on my staff in Tennessee’s Third Congres-
sional District. In this role, she has tirelessly
served our great East Tennessee community
helping countless individuals by providing con-
stituent services.

Dr. Maxine Gernert has been an asset to
East Tennessee and to me. Always positive
and assertive, she has had a tremendous im-
pact on all those fortunate enough to know
her. | will treasure my time spent with Maxine
and know we will continue to cross paths in
the many ways she remains engaged in our
communities. | wish her all the best in a well-
deserved retirement.

God bless Maxine.

————
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Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Tuna Canyon Detention Sta-
tion Coalition as it commemorates the 80th
anniversary of the opening of the detention
station located in Tujunga, California. | com-
mend the organization’s tireless efforts to pre-
serve and document the historical site and the
stories of the lives that were forever changed
while they were detailed at the Tuna Canyon
Detention Station (TCDS) during World War II.

At the onset of World War Il, Presidential
Proclamations 2525, 2526, and 2527 author-
ized the arrest and imprisonment of people
deemed a threat to U.S. national security. The
proclamations served as justification to arrest
individuals of Japanese, German, and ltalian
ancestry along with extradited Japanese Peru-
vians and detain them without due process.

The U.S. Department of Justice subse-
quently appropriated a Civilian Conservation
Corps camp a week after the bombing of
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 which they
would then transform into the detention station
that we know today as TCDS. From Decem-
ber 16, 1941 to October 30, 1943, the Tuna
Canyon Detention Station imprisoned over
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